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August, 2013
Dear Irving Families,

I hope that summer is providing opportunities for relaxation and fun for you and your family.  I am willing to bet that you are all monitoring the progress on the Irving schoolyard as much as we have been here at school. This week I spoke with the contractor and barring any rain days, we are on schedule to have the entire project finished within the next two weeks.  The process and the progress have been incredible to watch. I know a whole school full of students who are very anxious to give the new schoolyard a “test drive.”  We will get details to you regarding a date and time for the ribbon cutting ceremony once those are confirmed.  This project will be a source of pride and accomplishment for our school and community. We have also undergone some interior renovations to create additional classroom and office space for our growing student body and faculty.  
There are a number of staffing changes to date that I would like to share with you.  I spent a great deal of time this summer identifying high quality teachers to work with your children.  I know that the following changes and additions to staffing will have a positive impact on our students and our school community. 
Mrs. Betsy Parkinson- Kindergarten

Mrs. Savannah Heidloff- Kindergarten (please note that we are closely monitoring kindergarten registration; at the printing of this letter our kindergarten enrollment may not be high enough to warrant five sections of kindergarten this school year. I will keep parents updated regarding kindergarten enrollment).

Ms. Olive Collins- Second grade

Mrs. Jenn Browning- Third grade

Ms. Margaret Ndiaye- Fifth grade
Ms. Lucy Zucaro- Art.  Lucy is the maternity leave substitute for Mrs. Tague

Mrs. Nina Diehl- Technology and Data Coach

In addition, we have several staff members joining us to cover additional sections of art, music, Spanish, and physical education. They include:
Mr. Noah Wiza- physical education
Mr. Wyatt Patterson- art

Ms. Judy Friesen- music

Ms. Karla Munoz- Spanish

Form and Fee day is scheduled for Tuesday, August 20th from 4:00 pm-6:00 pm.  We encourage parents to come to Irving to pay school fees if you are not using the online payment system, drop off school physicals with our school nurse, update emergency contact information with our office staff, and to make arrangements for the hot lunch program with our lunchroom manager.   Additionally, building tours will be offered for families new to our school. Class lists will also be posted at the main entrance that afternoon at 4:00 p.m. 
I hope you find the enclosed back to school information helpful.  If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at jhodge@op97.org. I am looking forward to seeing all of our families.  Thanks to everyone for your continued support of our school.  We are going to have an awesome year at Irving!
Regards,

John Hodge
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